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PrefaCe

This is an endeavour to encourage research in diverse areas of human interest in the context 
of the community and society. This research activity underlines not only latest academic 
excursions into the world of ideas but underscores its pragmatic possibilities and applied 
relevance. While poverty is a pan-Indian reality, it is discrimination and inequality which de-
mand proactive measures. These things can be addressed by different media and there is an 
intrepid exemplar in an Assamese fortnightly Prantik, a socio-literary journal that has stood 
the test of time and created a niche in the popular Assamese mind. Education exploiting the 
available technologies with a view to making it accessible to all is the thrust of technologically 
equipped societies. This necessary emphasis is highlighted in papers dealing with, among 
others, our own institution of open education, KKHSOU. 

The focus of the papers ranges from alternative journalism to distance education to ethical 
media exploitation and the ubiquitous discriminations practiced in the Indian scene and the 
inequalities which continue with different faces. Reality in India continues to be religious 
and communal by and large. The divine juxtaposed with the carnivalesque can definitely 
yield fresh insights into our reality. Even after owning the persistence of discrimination and 
inequalities, the identification and appropriation of spaces in the context of ethnic assertion 
and identity have also been adequately looked into in one of the papers. This is quite close 
to the existing exclusivity of even trade union organisations in certain sensitive areas like 
tea estates. The sad annals of tea and its commodification in Assam by the colonisers had 
only been added to by native planters till certain initiatives taken by the government. In the 
perspective of the socialist democratic polity, all organisations especially dealing with labour 
must be entirely inclusive. This aspect is also emphasized in one of the papers. 

The papers are distinct because of a holistic exploitation of the available means of education 
and learning and the faith that informs them is accessibility and inclusivity. This is no utopian 
wish but a pragmatic reality in institutions like ours which challenge discrimination and not 
only advocate but practice accessibility.This is a humble step which I believe is in the right 
direction. While acknowledging the individual efforts of the researchers, I also would like to 
congratulate them on their emphasis on realities which are not merely academic but which 
inform our very existence as individuals and as members of the community.

        Dr. Arupjyoti Choudhury

       Dean (Academic), KKHSOU





�

Syndrome of Internal ColonIalISm In IndIa’S 
northeaSt

While initiating the idea of Internal Colonialism in India’s Northeast, the 
methodology adopted to explain the same is post methodology. Here 

the emphasis is on the autonomy of the researcher to throw ideas not being 
restraint by the traditional methodology discourse. Post- methodology is not to 
be understood as a critique of the traditional methodology discourse. It is a kind 
of independent reaction to a situation in which there is need to float and explain 
the ideas relevant to a particular syndrome or situation. It is believed that there 
is a higher possibility of original ideas being floated in research investigations 
rather than making the ideas tailor-made in accordance with the provisions of 
the traditional methodology prescriptions. When Liu Xiaobo, the Chinese literary 
critic, human rights activist, political essayist and the Nobel peace prize winner 
who is still behind the bars for challenging the political authority of the Chinese 
regime, is to my understanding a case of post-methodology discourse. While my 
intention is not to initiate a debate on the respective merits and demerits the 
Methodology and Post-methodology discourse, it has been decided to opt for the 
second in the hope that it would facilitate a more extensive discussion on the 
issue in hand with a higher degree of freedom of the researcher.

In the post methodology the value component constitutes a very important 
dimension of social research. Here values refer to the individual belief and 
faith of the researcher which was utterly ignored in the scientific methodology 
discourse in social research. In the traditional approaches to the study of political 
science and other social sciences, value was undoubtedly the most important 
component. For example, in the Philosophical and Historical approaches to the 
study of social sciences, value component was crucial to the whole approach 
of study. It was mainly because of the emergence of the Behavioural approach 
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that increasing importance was sought to be given on fact rather than values. 
The intellectual community all over the world had witnessed that  the scope 
of social research and investigations was significantly reduced because of 
complicated methodological compulsions. There was a “mad craze for scientism” 
for the mathematical and statistical approach in social research that significantly 
restraint the free flow of ideas on the part of the thinkers, philosophers, social 
scientists and investigators who were almost intellectually coerced to follow a 
particular line of action and methodology in social research. In the light of the 
emerging protest against the trend of behaviouralism that Post-behaviouralism 
emerged with equal emphasis on fact and value. David Easton, the American 
political scientist who was the pioneer of the Behavioural revolution, saw the 
writings of the wall and accordingly modified the emphasis of the Behavioural 
approach. However it would be wrong to equate Post methodology to that of the 
Post-behaivioural approach. To my understanding Post methodology provides 
the largest possible freedom to the researcher and more in tune with the post-
modern approach which reduces the importance of the “grammar” and the 
definite “format” identified by the modern approach. Apart from the individual 
freedom of the researcher, the post methodology also has a vibrant component 
of rationality. What is rationality as such? Can it be equated to that of reality? 
Is reality always rational? The wisdom of the researcher is obviously important 
in the formulation of this rationality-reality doctrine. We may also put it in the 
form of raw ideas on the part of the researcher, thinker or philosopher that may 
influence the studies in different spectrum of human civilization. It means that 
the raw ideas coming from the researcher could be meaningful component of 
research. Infact when too much emphasis was given on the methodology part 
of research, there are many ideas that get sidelined and marginalized without 
coming to the fore. In the process the human civilization is deprived of the 
precious values that could have been there in the form of the raw ideas. From 
that point of view methodological constraints may not always be considered 
as fundamental to research. At the same time it would be wrong if we do not 
identify the view of the critics for whom methodology in the specified format 
is crucial to the whole process of research. The exponents and the supporters 
of the methodology doctrine believes that methodology does not constrain the 
flow of ideas rather try to channelise fundamental human thought leading to a 
particular proposition of truth. 
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While coming to the tittle of the paper it could be stated that in �0��, my edited 
volume “Marginal Frontier”was published by Bhabani Books. In this volume I had 
put forward the idea of internal colonialism in reference to India’s Northeast. 
I would like to make it absolutely clear that the theory of internal colonialism 
is already there in the domain of academic dicipline like Political science and 
Economics. It is also being studied in relation to the theory of Disintegration 
covering the issues like ethinicity. My humble attempt was just to make the 
theory and its explanations pertinent to India’s Northeast. My emphasis is not to 
put the ideas and the arguments in the traditional methodology format. I have 
just put my thoughts and the arguments in the post methodology format not 
being constrained by any specific format prescribed by the conventional research 
methodology in social science. While it is true that the whole idea needs to be 
taken to a new height in the process of research investigation, in this working 
paper there has been attempt in my part to incorporate certain new arguments 
corroborating the thesis of internal colonialism in India’s Northeast. But I must 
admit that the ideas and the argument incorporated both in the Marginal Frontier 
as well as in this working paper may not be sufficient enough to establish the 
domain of internal colonialism in India’s Northeast. That is why the paper has 
been kept at the working level and the research on the ideas and arguments 
would continue. Since then the idea has been discussed, debated and criqued in 
various public and private forum. It is true that the theoretical concept of internal 
colonialism even today eludes a straight conceptual framework. There are many 
who have straightway rejected the idea of internal colonialism in reference to 
India’s Northeast as “redundant, obsolete, incongruous and irrelevant”. Inspite 
of the fact that the idea has been severely critiqued, I take this opportunity 
of further refining the original concept of “Internal Coloniaism” to make it a 
theoretical instrument for explaining post-colonial development of Northeast 
India. 

It is generally stated that under the Nehruvian guardianship in India, immediately 
after independence, a mission of coercive nationalization was started. The critics 
pointed out that it completely ignored the differentiation that exist among 
the people of India and more particularly and intensely in India’s Northeast. 
We do notice a violent conversation between the exponents of the coercive 
nationalization and the exponents of the “imagined nation” in India’s Northeast. 
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While the exponents of coercive nationalization were in favor of a common Indian 
identity, it was all together a different story for the supporters of the “imagined 
nations”. The narratives of the imagined nations were based on the socio-cultural 
and political expectations of the various ethnic communities like the Nagas, 
Mizos, Axomiyas and Bodos for the formation of their independent geographical 
territories. In the context of the polity and society, it was a situation of the state 
versus the “imagined nations”. The fundamental thrust of the statists is that the 
Sovereign Democratic Republic have been proclaimed in India with its commitment 
for the welfare of the people, the exponents of the “imagined nations” resorted 
to the doctrine of identity and nationalism of the respective communities.  While 
the struggle for the “imagined nations” were on in India’s Northeast, the state 
in India adopted a mechanism for suppressing these movements citing a threat 
to unity and integrity of the nation.There was absolutely no effort on the part of 
the state of India to understand the phenomenon of uprisings from a sociological 
point of view. The state approach basically identified it as a law and order 
problem. The Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) was enacted to provide 
police power to the armed forces in order to suppress the movements. While we 
are not in favour of or in total agreement with the demands of the rebels of the 
communities, we do consider that the state in India had ample opportunity to 
make a thorough sociological and humanitarian study of the issue raised by the 
rebels. In our view the demands raised by the rebels was a kind of indication of 
their gradual recruitment to that of the Indian political system. At the same time 
it was a sunny sign for a democracy in the make. But to our understanding, the 
State in India missed the opportunity by strictly confining their approach to law 
and order angle only. 

While explaining the concept of internal colonialism, I think it would be better if 
we go back to the society first and let’s remember the pre-colonial space of the 
region. The Ahoms ruled the region for almost six centuries at a stretch starting 
from ���8 to �8�6. The Ahom rule was a strict, monolithic and monarchical 
structure with a developed political sense and a high level of religious tolerance. 
The economy was largely agricultural and the village was the focal point of the 
whole economic system. It was mostly a barter trade and hard cash concept 
was not prevalent among the people. The rich section of the people made their 
own arrangements to save in terms of gold and silver coins. The people produce 
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their need from agricultural production. It was mostly subsistence economy and 
no surplus generation could be seen in it. The Ahom regime was known for 
its innovation in the field of land management and developed a coordinated 
structure of the ‘paik’ and the ‘khel’. Under this system, the personal liability 
of every adult male to work for a period of three-four months a year, while 
land was the absolute property of the monarch. The paiks secured their right 
to cultivate their land in lieu of the personal service of the monarch. It is in this 
way that the Ahoms maintained their overall control over the economy and the 
polity. However the stable political regime gradually disintegrated because of the 
internal power struggle and the East India Company (EIC), being a party to the 
treaty of Yandaboo along with that of the King of Ava. It was the beginning of the 
colonial rule that took upon itself the self-imposed responsibility of ‘civilising’ the 
local people and started a regime of mobilization of resources to register higher 
revenue for colonialism. The EIC after securing power got down to their business 
and initiated policies to protect their interest in land and promote a business 
in tea, oil, coal and timber trade. R. Wilcox, a geologist in uniform noticed the 
presence of petroleum in the bed of river Buridihing at Supkong near the coal 
bed. The Company formed the Geological Survey of India (GSI) to explore the 
mineral resources of the province. At the same time, the Assam Oil Company 
(AOC) was formed in London and huge commercial ventures started. The colonial 
government also made a conspiratorial move to deprive the legitimate right of the 
indigenous people to cultivate their land and almost forced them to become full 
scale labourers in the tea gardens. The government raised the rates of revenue 
so that the people are forced to abandon their land to become labourers in the 
gardens. The people resisted the move to multiply land revenue and the popular 
resistance reflected in Pothorughatorrann �89�, PhulaguriDhewa �86� and the 
rebellion of Rangia and Lachima. It may be noted that as a result of colonial 
initiative, scientific efforts were initiated by the tea committee for commercial 
cultivation of tea. The tea industry in Assam opened up new avenues for the 
investment of surplus capital of Great Britain. But the investors faced the problem 
of labour as the local population was not interested to work permanently in the 
gardens. In the process, the poor tribal communities from Chotanagpur were 
brought into work in the gardens under the direct patronage of the colonial state 
in most inhumane and brutal conditions. In the process about 98 tribes like the 
Munda, Kharia, Bhumijetcwere brought in who started to live in and work in the 



6

colonial habitat in the gardens. Reference could also be made to be that of the 
colonial trade interventions in coal and timber. Lt. Wilcox made the first recorded 
notice of the existence of coal in Upper Assam in April �8��. By �8�8, colonialism 
was prepared with all the logistics necessary for the extraction of coal in Upper 
Assam in April �8��. Timber was another segment that earned huge profit for 
the colonial government. The forest in Assam were abandoned with valuable 
timbers like Sal, Titasappa, Ajhar, Nahor, Jamu, Koroietcwhich were made use 
of by the government to earn profit without any substantial investment. The 
colonial regime also strengthen the communication network through river, rail 
and road and provide a boost to the British colonial economy. The company 
government tried to develop the road, rail and the waterways so that the raw 
materials and natural resources could be mobilized from the respective centres 
and taken out of the province and the manufactured commodities are put in the 
doorsteps through a series of retail networks. Reference could also be made to 
the idea of Excluded and Partially Excluded areas which were devised to protect 
the colonial business interest and to ensure safety and security of the British 
capital and the personnel. Infact the government was not ready to provide any 
governmental mechanism to the areas from where revenue was not generated. 
They were known as the Excluded areas. At the same time the areas from which 
revenue was partially generated were described as Partially Excluded Areas. In 
other wordsit was a classic case of text book colonialism where the spirit and 
the unwritten provision of a colonial mechanism were strictly maintained. The 
frontier therefore was a completely marginalized space and the manifestation of 
the brutality of the colonial order in the form of economic exploitation as well as 
the political subjugation. However to my understanding it was quite natural on the 
part of colonialism to embark upon such a policy because colonialism survives on 
the resources and revenues of the colonies. Therefore the colonial phase of the 
Assam’s political history made the space in the region a fully marginalized space. 
What could be the externalities of a marginalized space? It has already been 
pointed out that economic exploitation, political subjugation and the emergence 
of a society in despair are the definite externalities in it.
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StaGeS leadInG to emerGenCe of Internal ColonIalISm

STAGES LEADING TO EMERGENCE OF INTERNAL  

COLONIALISM 

AHOM MONARCHICAL RULE

COLONIAL PHASE-RULE OF EAST INDIA 
COMPANY AND DIRECT BRITISH RULE

ECONOMIC
EXPLOITATION

POLITICAL
SUBJUGATION

POST COLONIAL PHASE: 
CONTINUATION OF COLONIAL POLICY 

OFECONOMIC EXPLOITATION  

EMERGENCE OF INTERNAL 
COLONIALISM  

DEMASSIFICATION 

EMERGENCE OF MARGINALISED 
SPACE 
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Continuation of a marginalized spacein a post-colonial India

Colonialism gave in and finally the sovereign democratic India was proclaimed. 
India became a post-colonial entity in �9��. But the continuation of the identical 
policies in reference to India’s Northeast even after securing political independence 
has no doubt initiated a debate on the theoretical premise of internal colonialism.  
In the colonial period, it is understandable, that policies were formulated to 
ensure huge profit for the regime. It is true that colonial policies were at their 
best to serve that objective. But the continuation of such policies even in the post 
colonial India, has raised eyebrows, compelling many to the describe the space 
in India’s Northeast as internal colonial space. It is in this context that the idea 
of internal colonialism could be discussed both in its theoretical and practical 
considerations. It may be noted that apart from the areas which British identified 
for their resource exploitation in the region namely tea, petroleum, coal, timber, 
minerals etc, the post colonial state has expanded the list by way of including 
water in it. It may be noted that about �68 river dams are in the process of 
construction in the whole region. In view of such a policy of producing electricity, 
the river valley civilization of the entire region may get lost in the long run. If the 
courses of the river are diluted or sought to be artificially tamed, will it not be a 
major threat tote whole region. Moreover the decision of the Union government  
to lease out �� oilfeilds in the state of Assam to corporate houses and to provide 
citizenship to the Hindu migrants coming from the neighboring countries of India 
ignoring completely the public opinion of the region has further strengthen the 
argument of internal colonialism relevant to Northeast India. While the matter 
relating to the foreigners which became a major socio political issue in Assam, 
the Assam accord �98� provided extensive provision to address the issue. But 
if the union government decide to enact the Citizenship act to settle the Hindu 
foreigners, the society and polity in Assam will definitely witness turmoil over the 
issue. In the context of the marginalized polity that emerged in the  Northeast 
India in the post colonial period, there is the possibility of the gradual emergence 
of the syndrome of demassification. This syndrome indicates that although the 
people in the region has given identical rights like the people of the rest of the 
country, the people are nowhere in so far as the decision making process in the 
country is concerned. 
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It is in the light of the above considerations, can I be permitted to place the 
working idea of internal colonialism in reference to India’s northeast?
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