Professor Amaresh Datta receiving the Krishna Kanta Handiqui National Award, 2018
from
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam Sjt. Sarbananda Sonowal

Vice Chancellor’s Message
An educational institution is characterized by its transparency and
readiness to address issues of various dimensions. Transparency creates
an image of honesty in delivering services especially for the learners.
Learners are the top priority of the educational institute. They determine
the quality of our academic penetration and viability in the society. We as
providers of educational services always try to focus on the concerns of
these learners. They are our assets and we are here to empower these
human resources for a meaningful participation in different social
interactions. Educational institutions should always remain a platform of
delivering solutions to the various questions arising from learners'
perspectives.
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open University has been
providing educational services to around 1,70,000 learners since
inception. The university started with just more than 3000 learners. This
increase in our educational outreach has several implications. First of all,
it is a sound indicator of our success story. Next to that, it is a sign of our
progressive outlook and the existence of a vibrant atmosphere. However,
this huge learner base introduces certain major challenges. The most
important challenge is to give them a quality service. By quality service,
we mean transparency in service and effectiveness in service. To fulfil the
needs of these learners, we need to introduce various form of evaluations
and other measures to keep us abreast of their requirements.
In 2018, we went ahead with three missions– mission
examination, mission administration and mission digitalization. This year
with these experiences we would like to move ahead with a concrete
package of total solution. Since our university believes in the dictum
'Education Beyond Barriers', therefore we need to touch upon every
possibility whereby we can introduce all means to satisfy our learners.
The idea of total solution is based on transparency and our readiness to
handle all situations. Total solution must come in the form of a package.
This is essentially an information technology-based approach. This
approach will lead to more inclusion and bring positive changes in the
learner domain. The information technology base enables us to have a
better communication platform and feedback system. As we are all aware
of the fact that the learner domain in open and distance mode of delivering
education is extremely diverse, therefore, continuous interactions with
these learners become a priority to the institution. Continuous interactions
will allow us to understand various problems of these learners and help us
to locate different drawbacks on our part. Total solution is guided by the
philosophy of commitment towards learners and the society. It is both an
educational and administrative commitment.
The ODL system is the result of a big transformation. It is a
transformation originated from certain needs and aspirations. Though
there still remains some resistance from the conventional system, the
ODL is a major contributor to produce substantial human resources for
social transformation. Social transformation has number of
consequences. These consequences will determine the courses of our
educational journey. Hence we need total solution to make our ODL

system efficient, vibrant and
effective. It is the right time to
focus on this goal. The
message that we would like to
give from this platform is that
total solution is our new
commitment and we believe
in creating a range of
additional communication
channels for the benefit of all
the members of the society
within the ambit of this
University.
Hitesh Deka

FROM THE EDITORS
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nderlining the motto of “Education Beyond Barriers”
of age, academic background and geographical
boundaries, KKHSOU is ever committed to exploring
new avenues to excel in the sphere of providing quality
education to its learners. In its aim to “reach the unreached”,
KKHSOU has in its recent initiative taken recourse to
television as a means to connect with a larger segment of the
community. Simultaneously, the University remains ever
committed to inducing innovation and creativity into its
academic pursuits. This is reflected in the recently launched
academic programmes by KKHSOU such as Diploma in
Parliamentary and Constitutional Studies, P.G. Diploma in
Yoga, P.G. Diploma in Sales and Marketing Management, etc.,
to name a few. These programmes are expected to fulfill
KKHSOU's motto to provide quality higher education through
the Open and Distance Learning mode with a view to enhance
knowledge and impart adequate skills.
In its endeavour to promote the usage of digital
technology and ICT enabled tools both before and during the
pedagogic cycle, KKHSOU has made the admission process
completely online with a view to making it more efficient and
effective. The University also aims to offer Massive Open
Online Courses (MOOCs) to a wider learning community in
the near future while creating opportunities for ICT enabled
learning as a step in the direction of blended learning.
The Sustainable Developmental Goals (SDGs) adopted
by the UN General Assembly calls for ensuring “equitable and
quality education” and “promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all”. KKHSOU, in conformity with this
spirit, aims to facilitate diversified learning opportunities by
way of designing and offering contextually relevant innovative
programmes in the days ahead, with increasing usage of
enhanced ICT enabled platforms to cater to the learning needs
on a much wider scale.
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Swachh Bharat Summer Internship
Programme, 2018
A Swachh Bharat Summer Internship Programme was
conducted by KKHSOU from June 1- July 15, 2018 as
mandated by MHRD, Department of Higher Education,
Government of India. The programme covered two
villages, namely, Kamarpara and Joymangla situated in the
districts of Darrang and Nalbari respectively. A notable
number of internees took part in the programmes and all of
them were awarded certificates. Shri Birinchi Kr. Borah,
Assistant Registrar (Study Centre) acted as the Nodal
Officer for the said programme.
The programme attempted at dissemination of
knowledge and information regarding opportunities of
Higher Education in Europe to inspire and motivate the
young, talented and aspiring students. The Programme
strived to show a way and guide those students who have a
dream of studying in Europe. The lectures focused on
Courses, Scholarships, Application Procedure, Fee
Structure, Method of Study and Evaluation, Campus life,
and also the experiences that one usually encounters while
studying in Europe.
Professor N.N. Sarma, Department of Management,
KKHSOU gave the welcome address on behalf of the
University on the first day of the Lecture series conducted
at Guwahati Commerce College.
Ms. Dola Borkataki, Assistant Professor,
Department of Sociology KKHSOU and one of the
European Higher Education Experts in the Indian Network,
has convened and coordinated the entire programme.

Visit of Engineers from IGNOU
Two engineers from Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) New Delhi, Shri Vinod Mago,
Engineer-in-charge and Mrs. Neena Jain, Maintenance
Engineer visited the University on July 7, 2018 to do the
feasibility study to set up virtual multi-media studio of
K K Handiqui State Open University at its new campus
premises at Khanapara, Guwahati. The main purpose of
the visit was to observe the technical aspects in
connection with the setting up of the proposed studio.
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Krishna Kanta Handiqui
Memorial Lecture

The Krishna Kanta Handiqui Memorial Lecture, 2018 was delivered by
Shri Hitendranath Goswami, Honourable Speaker, Assam State
Legislative Assembly on July 20, 2018 at Srimanta Madhabdev
International Auditorium. Following the inaugural speech by Dr. Hitesh
Deka, the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor of KKHSOU , the distinguished
speaker, Shri Goswami spoke on the topic The Assam of my Dream. It
was a thought provoking and illuminating speech which covered a wide
range of subjects related to the land ofAssam with respect to her social as
well as political life.
He said that economic development and its long term
sustainability is very important as far as the all round development of the
society is concerned. He stressed the need to find long term solutions to
the problem of flood and erosion in the state as a matter of priority. He
urged that the youth of the state should come forward with novel and
innovative strategies aided by state-of-the- art technology in this
respect. Shri Hitendranath Goswami also dwelt on the problem of
illegal infiltration that Assam has been facing for decades. His speech
greatly enlightened the audience who could gain valuable insights into
various aspects concerning the present state of the society and polity in
Assam. The lecture ended with a Vote of Thanks by the Registrar of
KKHSOU, Dr.Arupjyoti Choudhury.
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Formation of KKHSOU Teachers’ Association
KKHSOU Teachers' Association was formed on July 20, 2018 in a
meeting attended by the regular teachers of the University. Professor
Umesh Deka, Department of Assamese chaired the meeting. The
Teachers' Association has been formed keeping in view the necessity
of an association of teachers of the University and the upcoming visit
of the NAAC assessment team. A voice vote was taken on the need for
having such an Association and all the members present unanimously
agreed to the need for establishing the same. The Association is
mandated to render its service in the greater interest of the University.
To carry out the ground work and foundational tasks for the
Association, responsibility has been entrusted to an Adhoc Executive
Council with a time frame of one year with the following members :
1)
Professor Umesh Deka,Adviser
2)
Dr. Pranab Saikia, President
3)
Dr. Chandrama Goswami, Vice President
4)
Dr. Bhaskar Bhattacharyya, Vice President
5)
Dr. Bhaskar Sarmah, General Secretary
6)
Dr. Devajeet Goswami, Joint Secretary
7)
Dr Sukmaya Lama, Treasurer
8)
Dr Prasenjit Das, Documentation cum Record Keeping
9)
Dr Krishna Kalita, Documentation cum Record Keeping
10) Dr. Indrani Deka (As Representative from the School of
Humanities)
11) Dr Abhijit Bhuyan (As Representative from the School of
Social Sciences)
12) Dr Smritishikha Choudhury (As Representative from the
School of Management)
13) Dr Juri Hazarika (As Representative from the School of Mass
Communication)
14) Dr Tapashi Kashyap Das (As Representative from the School of
Science and Technology)
15) Representative from the School of Vocational Studies (To be
nominated).
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Three-Day Workshop on Design and Development of
Digital Libraries using DSpace
Central Library, KKHSOU organized a
workshop on “Design and Development of
Digital Libraries using DSpace” from 25th to
27 t h July, 2018 at the University
headquarters. The workshop was
inaugurated by Professor Narendra Lahkar,
Department of LIS, Gauhati University in
the presence of the faculty members and
officers of the University, and the
participants from the various institutions
and organizations. The aim of the workshop
was to make the participants capable of
handling digital resources by setting digital
libraries with open source software like
DSpace in their workplaces.

Visit of Students from Don Bosco University
to Multi-media studio
The students of Assam Don Bosco
University visited the studio of the multimedia division of Krishna Kanta Handiqui
State Open University on July 27, 2018.
They were made familiar with the various
procedures of preparing audio and audiovisual materials. The various equipments
used in the studio were explained to them by
the experts. The students also had an
experience of witnessing the live broadcast
of the radio programme of Jnan-Taranga.
They interacted with the anchor and learned
about the content of the programme. The
staff of the multimedia department of the
University also interacted with the students.
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Celebration of Teachers’ Day

A special talk was organized by the Department of Teacher
Education, KKHSOU at its City Office, Housefed Complex on the
occasion of Teachers' Day on September 5, 2018. The occasion was
marked by the presence of the Registrar, KKHSOU, Director
(CIQA), KKHSOU, Controller of Examinations, KKHSOU, Dean
(Study Centre), KKHSOU, Professor Aniruddha Deka, Dr.
Sudhendu Mohan Bhadra and other officials and faculties of the
University. On the occasion, a talk on the topic Vaidik Jugor pora
Prajuktir Jugoloi Sikshakar Sthan aru Bhumikar ek Nirmuh
Bishleshan was delivered by the invited guest, Dr. Biswajit
Bhagawati, Retired Professor of Mathematics, Cotton College and
presently he is associated with the University as senior Academic
Consultant. In his talk, Dr. Bhagawati stressed on the cordial
relationship between teacher and student. Drawing examples from
the ancient Indian society up to the modern times, Dr. Bhagawati
elaborated on how the teacher-student relationship has evolved
through the ages. Moreover, he shared with the audience a few of his
personal experiences as a student of mathematics in Cotton College.
Dr. Bhagawati through his inspiring and thought provoking talk,
greatly enthralled the audience. An interactive session followed the
speech which also saw some of the members of the audience sharing
their personal experiences.
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Recommendations of the UGC team for
Swachhta Ranking of HEIs, 2018
A three-member UGC team headed by Shri Mriganka
Sekhar Sarma, Education Officer, UGC visited
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open University on
September 15, 2018 to evaluate the institution through
on-the-spot inspection of the entire campus for
swachhta ranking of HEIs for the year 2018. The team
inspected the Rani campus of the University and
interacted with a few stakeholders of the University
for feedback. Dr. Utpal Deka, Assistant Professor,
Department of Economics and Shri Birinchi Kumar
Borah, Assistant Registrar (Study Centre) of
KKHSOU guided the UGC team during their
inspection. The team completed the evaluation
process smoothly and was highly satisfied with the
utilisation of green and environment friendly
technology in the university campus. The team also
appreciated the University for maintaining green and
clean environment in and around the campus.

Visit of high-level delegation from
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Gujarat

A high-level delegation from Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Open University, Gujarat, comprising
the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Dr. Pankaj L. Jani;
Registrar (I/C) Dr. Ami U. Upadhyay; and Director
(SS) Dr. Awa S. Shukla visited KKHSOU on

September 23, 2018. Professor Dr.
Dushyant Nimavat, Department of
English, Gujarat University also
accompanied the delegation. The
delegation came with the objective to
study the best practices prevalent in
KKHSOU and to share their own
ideas about the best practices adopted
by their own University. The
delegation visited both the city office
and the headquarters of KKHSOU
and participated in meaningful
interactions with the authorities and
the faculty members of the
University.
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KKHSOU Alumni Meet

KKHSOU took the initiative of organising the first alumni meet
of the University on September 30, 2018 that was held at the
auditorium of Karmashree Hiteshwar Saikia College,
Panjabari, Guwahati. The programme started with Dr Indrani
Deka, the convenor of the Alumni meet welcoming everyone to
the meet. Following the ceremonial lighting of the lamps, the
welcome speech was delivered by Dr. Hitesh Deka, the Honb'le
Vice Chancellor of the University who stated the significant role
of KKHSOU towards imparting higher education and its
dedication towards contributing to the larger development and
welfare of the society. In his speech, Dr. Deka while
encouraging the youth to contribute towards nation building
stated thus, “Small efforts lead towards big events triggering
positive change that will lead to gardens of wonders tomorrow
and such fragrance shall always fill the surroundings”.
Following his speech, Dr. Arupjyoti Choudhury, the
Registrar of the University spoke a few words emphasising the
special significance of the first KKHSOU Alumni Meet, noting
that it is indeed the return to our memories that makes
celebrations such as the same all the more special. Dr.
Choudhury reinstated the significance of social responsibility
towards the society and the combined collective efforts of the
University, its well wishers, as well as, the larger society in
moving ahead towards a progressive and a bright future. The
Dean (Academic i/c) Professor Umesh Deka shared his
thoughts on the occasion and emphasised that age must never be
a barrier to one's endeavours. This was followed by a few
cultural performances such as recitations, short speeches, songs
and acting by a select few from among the alumni members. The
First KKHSOU Alumni Association was formed on that day.
The programme thus, concluded on a positive note with a vote
of thanks offered by Ms.Antara Mahanta, OSD to Registrar.
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Adoption of Three New Villages by
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open University
Emphasizing the role of the educational institutions towards the
greater development of the society, Krishna Kanta Handiqui State
Open University under its Mother Teresa Social Welfare Mission
adopted two remote and backward tribal villages of Rani Block, viz.
Hanapara and Puran Sukurberia in the year 2016, with the aim of
developing them as model villages in course of time. The greater aim
of adopting these two villages is to protect the basic rights of the
villagers and become the co-partner in their development process.
Following the instruction given by UGC to all HEIs for
adopting five villages in order to extend their services, a team of five
members of KKHSOU comprising Professor N.N. Sarma, Director,
CIQA; Ms. Dopati Choudhury, Administrative Officer, CIQA; Dr.
Bhaskar Bhattacharyya, Chairperson, Mother Teresa Social Welfare
Mission; Mr. Utpal Deka, Convener, Mother Teresa Social Welfare
Mission and Dr. Ratul Kr. Patowary, Deputy Registrar
(Administration) initiated the process of selecting three additional
villages to be adopted by KKHSOU in the month of September, 2018.
The team visited and conducted preliminary survey in seven
underdeveloped villages of nearby areas, namely, Karebari, Mairapur,
Ganapati, Andherijuli (Para), Makurikuchi, Matia (Islampur) and
Jayantipur. Subsequently, based on the report submitted by the team,
the University has selected three new villages for adoption under its
Mother Teresa Social Welfare Mission and this makes the total number
of adopted villages by the University five. The three new villages
selected by the University are Ganapati, Andherijuli (Para) and Matia
(Islampur).

Dean (Study Centre), KKHSOU delivers talk in London
organised by Assam Forum of Great Britain
Dr. Dibya Jyoti Mahanta, Dean (Study
Centre), KKHSOU was invited to deliver a
talk a “Achievement of Students in
Mathematics and Importance of
popularising Mathematics by Joyful
Learning for Removing the Phobia of the
Students for the Subject” in London School
of Economics on September 8, 2018,
organised byAssam Forum of Great Britain.
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One-Day Seminar on The State of Affairs of
Khadi Udyog in Assam
In keeping with the nation-wide celebrations
of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, a one-day seminar on “The State of
Affairs of Khadi Udyog in Assam” was held
at the premises of NIRD PR-NERC,
Guwahati on October 2, 2018. The event
was organized by Banikanta Kakati
Research Institute of Krishna Kanta
Handiqui State Open University in
collaboration with Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC), Guwahati,
and National Institute of Rural Development
& Panchayati Raj North Eastern Regional
Centre. The inaugural speech was delivered
by Dr. Sukamal Deb, Director, KVIC,
Guwahati, which was followed by a speech
of Dr. Dr. R. M. Pant, Director, NIRD & PRNERC. Dr. Sukamal Deb in his speech said
that to Gandhiji, Khadi was not solely
limited to the self-sufficiency of the rural
masses but the meaning of Khadi ran much
deeper than that. Khadi was an ethical skill
for Gandhiji. Attachment of the people of
North East India with weaving has close
proximity with the village economy
visualised by Gandhiji. Dr. R. M. Pant in his
speech, laid stress on the identification of the
problem of Khadi Industry in the North East
of India with regard to Khadi
manufacturing, marketing and social
awareness and the need to address the same.
The Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor of KKHSOU
also delivered a speech on the occasion in
which he stressed on the need of making
Assam a liquor free state. He also gave away
prizes to the winners of the competitions
held under the People's Education
Programme of KVIC.
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Research Methodology Course in Social Sciences
An ICSSR sponsored ten-day Research
Methodology Course in Social Sciences was
organised by the Banikanta Kakati Research
Institute (BKRI) of Krishna Kanta Handiqui
State Open University from October 3 to 12,
2018. Dr. Arupjyoti Choudhury, Registrar,
KKHSOU, and Professor Abu Nasar Saied
Ahmed, Honorary Director, BKRI,
inaugurated the event. Dr. Chandrama
Goswami was the Course Director, and
Daalima Goswami and Gargee Sharma were
the coordinators of the programme. Several
resource persons from within and outside the
State conducted the sessions. Participants
from various universities of the country
attended the course. The Registrar, Director
CIQA, and Honorary Director (BKRI) of
KKHSOU addressed the gathering on the
concluding day of the course. This was the
first ICSSR sponsored programme
conducted by the University.

Induction Programmes conducted in Study Centres

Induction programmes were conducted at the Study Centres of KKHSOU for the
benefit of the newly admitted learners of the University and to familiarize them
with the various aspects of Open and Distance Learning ahead of the start of the
counselling classes for the session 2018-19.
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A talk on “Mahatma Gandhi in International
Perspective” organised by BKRI
Banikanta Kakati Research Institute of KKHSOU organised
a talk on “Mahatma Gandhi in International Perspective” on
October 5, 2018. Professor Sudarshan Iyengar, renowned
Gandhian scholar and former Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat
University delivered the talk. Professor Abu Nasar Saied
Ahmed, Honorary Director, Banikanta Kakati Research
Institute delivered the welcome address in the event. The
programme was attended by KKHSOU family members and
a few distinguished guests. Professor Iyengar started his talk
citing the example of Mahatma Gandhi's visit to Champaran,
where farmers were under serious stress owing to the indigo
plantation forced upon them by the colonial rulers. He stated
that Mahatma Gandhi was a social science researcher in the
true sense of the term. He used to study every issue that he
took up as an individual and as a mass leader of the people
before undertaking any movement. It may be mentioned here
that the programme was also marked by the presence of Shri
Tushar Gandhi, the great grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, who
also shared his views and experiences relating to Gandhian
principles. The talk concluded with a lively interaction and
discussion among the participants of the event.

ePragya
ePragya is the Learning Management
System (LMS) of Krishna Kanta Handiqui
State Open University (KKHSOU)
developed under the collaborative project
of KKHSOU and Commonwealth of
Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA) titled
Designing ICT-based Intervention
Programmes for School Teachers: An
Initiative by KKHSOU for Quality School
Education. epragya is developed in the
Moodle platform and is learner-friendly.
The online programmes as well as the
online part of the blended programmes of
the University will be provided through
this LMS. epragya will be made available
on the University website in 2019.
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Financial Education Workshop
at Puran Sukurberia village

The Mother Teresa Social Welfare Mission and Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
Students' Welfare Mission of Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open
University organised a day long Financial Education Workshop on
November 2, 2018 at one of the adopted villages of the University, namely,
Puran Sukurberia under Rani Development Block of Kamrup (R) District.
The objective of the workshop was to create financial awareness
among the villagers. Shri Sanjib Ghimire, faculty member of the
Department of Commerce of KKHSOU and an empaneled Resource
Person of SEBI's Financial Education Programme was present in the
workshop as a Resource Person and delivered a valuable speech regarding
the various issues related to financial awareness and interacted with the
villagers present in the workshop. More than 60 participants from the
village, including 52 women were present in the workshop. The President
and the Secretary of the Puran Sukurberia village also attended the
programme.

NEW APPOINTMENTS
·

Dr. Arupjyoti Choudhury, Registrar

·
·

Shri Sourav Kumar Barman, Junior Assistant
Shri Kushal Medhi, Attendant cum Driver
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Dr Bhupen Hazarika Memorial Lecture

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Memorial Lecture was
organised by the Bhupen Hazarika School of
Mass Communication, Krishna Kanta
Handiqui State Open University on
November 5, 2018. Professor Krishnapuram
Ve n u g o p a l N a g a r a j , a r e n o w n e d
academician of repute delivered the
memorial lecture. He talked on 'Relevance of
Bhupen Hazarika's Media Values in Times of
Post-truth'.
The Memorial Lecture began with the
lighting of the lamp, felicitation of the invited
guest and a welcome speech by Dr. Arupjyoti
Choudhury, Registrar KKHSOU who
addressed the gathering on the significance
of the programme and also highlighted the
wide ranging contributions of the music
maestro, Dr. Bhupen Hazarika to the
treasures of Assamese culture and music.
With the programme being declared open,
Professor Nagaraj began his speech on the
ways in which we have been able to make a
mark across the globe owing to the
significant contributions of Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika who was one the few persons to
have travelled abroad in the 1950s to pursue
higher studies in a discipline like Mass
Communication. With over 40 years of
service in the field of Mass Communication
and Journalism, Professor Nagaraj discussed
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at length the growing deterioration of news
values and the emphasis given on
sensationalism and sledging. While delving
on the current practices of journalism and
weighing both the pros and cons of the
media, Professor Nagaraj also expressed his
concerns on the media becoming a quick
vehicle of untruth or rather post-truth today.
In this regard, he expressed the opinion that
“Gandhi and Gandhism” was highly relevant
in the present day context where journalistic
practices ought to be revised as the general
masses instantly accept all that the media had
to offer without bothering to question the
same.
While speaking on the evolution on
the concept of “yellow journalism”, he said
that the much talked about war between
William Randolph Hearst and Joseph
Pulitzer gave rise to this particular concept.
He even said that attendance to the media
facilitates the establishment of pluralistic
ignorance, which denotes a highly prevalent
false belief about ideas, feelings and actions
of many others in a relevant social group.
The media landscape has been marked by
manipulation and deterioration of news
values. Citizen journalism is one such area of
journalism whereby the citizens play an
active role in the process of collecting,
reporting, analysing and disseminating news
and information. It often acts as an
alternative form of news-gathering that
operates outside mainstream media
institutions. However, Professor Nagaraj
while elaborating on the growing popularity
of citizen journalism, has opined that this
form of journalism if unregulated, too
subjective, amateur and haphazard in quality
and coverage. Other emerging concerns
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raised by him were disappearance of precision in language and the emergence of
techno-lingo; the “manufacturing of news” and the suppression of dissenting
voices, the practice of “paid news” and the apathy towards ferreting for truth
unlike in the earlier days. This point towards the occurrence of cultural entropy,
the phenomenon of pluralistic ignorance, the realities of “misinformed” society,
as well as, the media turning into an instrument of politico-economic hegemony.
This necessitates a drastic change in terms of ethical media practices, social
responsibility, together with the practice of social response, failing which it shall
continue to be a great disservice to the nation and its people.
In his concluding remarks, Professor Nagaraj stressed that a careful
introspection is necessary so that the media can truly perform its role as a
catalyst of social change and development.

Participation of Controller of Examinations, KKHSOU
in Global Engineering Deans Council (GEDC) 2018
and World Engineering Education Forum (WEEF) 2018
Dr. Bhabaranjan Sarmah, Controller
of Examinations, KKHSOU was
invited to participate in the Global
Engineering Deans Council (GEDC)
2018 and World Engineering Education
Forum (WEEF) 2018 joint conference
at Albuquerque, New Mexico USA
hosted by the University of New
Mexico. The conference was held from 12th
November, 2018 to 16th November, 2018 on the
theme “Peace Engineering”. Dr. Sarmah
presented a paper on “Engineering for Social
Change and Wildlife Engineering for Peace:
Indian Perspective”, which was widely
appreciated by all and published in the WEEF
journal. It is worth mentioning that Dr. Sarmah
is also the National Vice President of the Indian
Society for Technical Education, New Delhi. It
may be mentioned here that more than 500
Professors, Deans and Administrators in the
field of technical education from 39 different
countries across the globe have participated in
this conference.
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Celebration of Children’s Day
at Hanapara Village

The Mother Teresa Social Welfare
Mission and Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
Students' Welfare Mission of Krishna
Kanta Handiqui State Open University
enthusiastically celebrated a day long
programme on the occasion of Children's
Day at one of the adopted villages of the
University, namely, Hanapara on
November 14, 2018.
Stating the significance of
programme, Dr. Bhaskar Bhattacharyya,
the Chairperson of the Mother Teresa
Social Welfare Mission presented a brief
sketch on Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and
his life and work. Just after the talk
different fun filled competitions like
drawing, poem recitation, musical chair,
tug of war, etc. were held among the
students of Hanapara L. P. School, in
which they actively participated.
Following the friendly competition,
prizes were distributed among the
students as a token of love and
appreciation. Sweets and chocolates
were also distributed among the children
who thoroughly enjoyed the programme.
Based on the theme of children's day, a
poster was prepared by Ms. Anupama
Chetia and Ms. Pallavi Gogoi of
KKHSOU. The teachers of Hanapara
L.P. School were felicitated by their
students as a part of the programme and
the programme concluded positively
with a vote of thanks given by Ms.
Geetanjali Medhi of KKHSOU.
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Second Banikanta Kakati Memorial Lecture

The Second Banikanta Memorial Lecture
was organised on November 15, 2018, at
the NEDFi Auditorium, Guwahati. It was
organized by Banikanta Kakati Research
Institute (BKRI) of Krishna Kanta
Handiqui State Open University. The
lecture was delivered by Dr. Jaimini
Bhagwati, Former Indian High
Commissioner to the United Kingdom, and
currently Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Chair Professor at the Indian Council for
Research on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER), on the theme Stresses

in India's Financial Sector and on The Trade
Front. He stated that “the current financial
situation is less than a crisis, but not a very
happy situation”. Dr. Bhagwati also
highlighted the recent developments that took
place on the trade front. He further spoke in
length about how substantial changes in trade
tariffs of the U.S., China, European Union and
other nations like Japan will affect the overall
economic growth of India. He also opined that
barriers to trade should be reduced for the
growth of the Indian economy. The event
concluded with an interactive session.

Award for Child Malnutrition Reporting
On December 18, 2018, fellowships under the Media
Fellowship programme were awarded in a ceremony
organised by UNICEF in collaboration with KKHSOU at
the Guwahati Press Club. This fellowship is awarded to
children or young reporters for their reporting on child rights
issues. This year's topic was on child malnutrition. The
fellowship was also awarded to several other journalists
from different parts of the region who covered important
child rights related issues in their reporting. Senior
journalists including Shri P.J. Baruah, Shri Samudra Gupta
Kashyap and Shri Mrinal Talukdar, who are the advisers of
the initiative, were present in the ceremony. Dr. Sangeeta
Kakoty, Deputy Director (Multimedia), KKHSOU was also
present on the occasion as a representative of the University.
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Workshop on Preparation of Self-Learning Materials

A two day workshop and training
programme was organized by the Centre for
Quality Assurance (CIQA) cell of the
University on 18th and 19th November 2018
for the teaching staff. The workshop dealt
with skills required in preparing the Self
Learning Materials (SLM)s.
The workshop began with the
inaugural session. The session started with
the welcome address by the Director of
CIQA. The welcome note was followed by
the felicitation of the resource person for the
two-day workshop, Professor Prabir
Biswas, Professor in Distance Education,
Staff Training and Research Institute of
Distance Education (STRIDE), IGNOU,
New Delhi. The felicitation was followed by
an address to the gathering by Dean
(Academic) Umesh Deka and Dean (SLM)
Dibyajyoti Mahanta and then by Professor
Prabir Biswas.
The inaugural session was followed
by the first session of the workshop which
was by the brain storming session. In this
session all the participants were divided into
six groups and each group was required to
write about the qualities of an effective
classroom teaching. The participants were
further asked to deliberate on the ways in
which the aspects of effective classroom
teaching can be incorporated into teaching
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learning through self learning materials.
After the group work a member of each
group was required to present the reflections
of the group regarding effective teaching in
general and effective teaching through SLM
in particular.
In the second session of the workshop
the resource person taught the participants
about various concepts and theoretical tools
associated with effective SLM writing. For
example, the significance of title, objectives
of the units, proper usage of words while
indicating the objectives of the units,
meaning of block introduction and course
introduction etc.
The third session of the workshop was
on the 19th of November, 2018. In this
session the participants were again divided
into groups and they were distributed some
of the existing SLMs of the University. On
the basis of the theoretical knowledge
provided by the resource person on the
previous day the participants were required
to point out whether they meet the
requirements of an effective SLM or not.
In the next session the resource person
imparted the participants with other
important theoretical conception associated
with SLMs.
This session was followed by the vote
of thanks by the organizers of the workshop.
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Eighth Foundation Day Celebration of Jnan-Taranga

Jnan Taranga of KKHSOU, the first community radio
station of the North East Region has successfully
completed eight glorious broadcast years on
November 20, 2018. The occasion was celebrated at
the city office of the University at Housefed Complex.
It was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Dr.
Hitesh Deka. In his welcome address, he encouraged
the members of the Jnan-Taranga family and praised
them for their contribution and service to the
community. The occasion was marked by the presence
of Director CIQA, Controller of Examinations,
Deputy Director Multimedia and other dignitaries of
the University. The programme started with a Borgeet
performed by Ms. Gargi Sarma, followed by valuable
lectures by the senior members of the University.
Several community members who are also regular
listeners of Jnan-Taranga also graced the occasion
along with the staff of the University. The members of
the Advisory Council of the CRS station, namely,
Anima Sinha, Bharati Deka, Robin Deka and Hemanta
Borgohain were also present. The members of the
Multimedia division of the University also performed
cultural programmes on the occasion. The event,
anchored by Ms. Reetu Gogoi and Mr. Sarifuz Zaman,
witnessed the talent of the listeners of Jnan-Taranga
through the songs, recitations, dances, etc. presented
by them. The event concluded with a vote of thanks
and the authorities of the University as well as the staff
and community members hoped for the successful
future of the radio station.

Media Fellowship
Programme
UNICEF Assam in collaboration
with Krishna Kanta Handiqui
State Open University initiated a
'Media Fellowship programme' a
few years back to promote
ethical and responsible coverage
on adolescent and child rights
issues. This year's project is
entitled 'Media Fellowship- A
proposal for collaborative
initiative of KKHSOU with
UNICEF Assam'. The
partnership strengthened with
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State
Open University and UNICEF
with an increased focus on
sensitizing media persons on
reporting on adolescent and
child protection issues. This
mainly focuses on reporting on
m a l n u t r i t i o n , WA S H a n d
adolescent issues. This also
focuses on high level advocacy
by senior editors to address
malnutrition at state level.

25

Autumn-Winter, 2018

HORIZON

Observance of World Philosophy Day

The World Philosophy Day was organised by the
Department of Philosophy, Krishna Kanta
Handiqui State Open University on November 21,
2018 at University Headquarters in Rani. The
programme began with a borgeet presented by Dr.
Queen Sharma. The guest for the event was Dr.
Shakuntala Bora from the Department of
Philosophy, Gauhati University. She delivered a
talk on “Suffering and Ending of Suffering: Jiddu

Krishnamurti”. As espoused by the
renowned philosopher Jiddu
Krishnamurti, Dr. Bora said that an
inquiry must be in place in order to
understand the concept of suffering.
When people are in a state of
' s u ff e r i n g ' , t h e y c a n n o t h a v e
perception of what 'living' implies. In
the process, they are unable to
comprehend truth, beauty and love. In
a way, suffering prevents clarity. As
told by Krishnamurti, suffering is of
three forms– conflict, isolation and
sense of loss. She expressed the
opinion that the root cause of suffering
is the lack of understanding of oneself.
However, one can come out of
suffering if one possesses selfknowledge. Dr. Bora said that
meditation is the ending of knowledge,
a sense of complete austerity and a
sense of total negation of the observer.
Krishnamurti himself has reiterated
this fact. Overall, it can be said that if
one has control over oneself and leaves
behind his/her past life, then one is sure
to embark on the path of
enlightenment. The talk was followed
by lively interaction and discussion.

Staff Training Programme organised by CIQA
With the focus of training the support staff of
KKHSOU on effective communication and
interpersonal relations, a training
programme was organised by the CIQA
office of the University on November 27,
2018 in the Conference Hall of the Rubber

26

Board, Zonal Office. Shri Debabrata Sarma,
former faculty of IIBM, Khanapara was
invited as a Resource Person. The
programme was attended by 38 support staff
of the University. A feedback questionnaire
was distributed among the participants for

HORIZON

Autumn-Winter, 2018

measuring the overall effectiveness and their
comments regarding the programme. The
programme started with a welcome speech
by Ms. Dopati Choudhury, Administrative
Officer, CIQA. The inauguration continued
with a speech by Professor N.N. Sarma,
Director (CIQA), focusing on the necessity
of a training programme for the support
staff. The Registrar of the University
appreciated the staff for playing an
influential role in accomplishing some
major tasks of the University irrespective of
their designation. Dr. Dibyajyoti Mahanta,
Dean (Study Centre), showed his
contentment in getting to see all the staff
members of the University on a single
platform that reflected the strength of
KKHSOU. Dr. Bhabaranjan Sarmah,
Controller of Examinations, explained how
everyone should always be alert and
cautious in every task allotted to him or her.
The resource person Shri Debabrata
Sarma started the session with an example of
an article named “Have Breakfast or be
Breakfast” written by Dr. Y.L.R. Moorthi of
IIM, Bangalore, which focuses on the rapid
change occurring in the world due to

technology. Shri Sarma focused on the
practice of the habit “Learn, Unlearn and
Relearn” for surviving in this competitive
world. Then he pointed out the roles played
by an employee and how his or her ability
and willingness considerably affects his or
her performance. He described the skills of
a person and their significance in work
place. The soft skills along with technical
skills result in core skills. Shri Sarma
elaborated on the topic of effective
communication. The interpersonal skills of a
person were discussed at length. The session
was followed by group activity centering on
topics including KKHSOU: Genesis and
History, Activities and Courses, Campuses
and Infrastructure, Organisation Structure,
City Office- Surrounding Institutions, and
Future Plans. Sri Sarma ended the learning
session with a video from Dr. Vivek Bindra,
a motivational speaker.
After some feedback from the
participants regarding their knowledge and
information gained from the training
programme, the Director (CIQA) ended the
programme with a vote of thanks to all the
participants.
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Inter-Study Centre Music Competition 2018
KKHSOU organised an inter-study centre
music competition on December 2, 2018 in
collaboration with Gauhati Commerce
College, Guwahati. The programme was
held at Gauhati Commerce College
Auditorium and the theme of the
competition was Lokogeet (Assamese folk
songs). The programme was inaugurated by
the Principal of the College, Dr. Homeshwar
Kalita in the presence of the Vice Chancellor
and the Registrar of the University. In his
inaugural speech, the Principal highly
appreciated the contributions of the
University to the larger society and its active
role towards academic and societal
responsibilities. The invited panel of judges
were Smt. Dhanada Pathak, Shri Ramen
Choudhury and Shri Naren Das. The total
number of participants was seventeen and
among them there were three speciallyabled learners namely, Smt. Kunti Panik,
Shri Khagen Saikia and Shri Kamal
Mahanta. The programme began with a
Goalpariya lokageet presented by Ms.
Chayanika Roy, Assistant Professor,
KKHSOU. The participants were to perform
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a folk song of their own choice and another
folk song by means of a lottery from a
suggested list of five songs. Towards the end
of the programme a Sonowal Kachari folk
song was performed by Ms. Pallavi Gogoi,
Assistant Professor, Department of English,
KKHSOU.
The first prize of the competition was
bagged by Shri Rituparna Ghosh Baruah of
Abhayapuri College Study-Centre who
received a certificate, a book and a prize
money of Rs. 25,000. The second prize was
bagged by Shri Jatin Nirban Alyaman from
Nabashakti College Study-Centre who
received a certificate, a book and a prize
money of Rs. 15,000 and the third prize was
bagged by Shri. Surajit Mandal from
Sapatgram College Study-Centre who
received a certificate, a book and a prize
money of Rs. 10,000. The consolation prizes
were jointly given to Shri Khagen Saikia,
Nowgong College Study-Centre and Shri
Bishwajit Sharma from Guwahati Public
College alongwith a certificate and a prize
money of Rs. 5,000 each.
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Interactive Session

An Interactive Session was organised by the Centre
for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA), KKHSOU
with Professor Sunil Khijwania, Director, Centre
for Educational Technology, IIT, Guwahati as the
Resource Person. The session was held at the
Conference Hall of KKHSOU, Housefed Complex,
Dispur on December 6, 2018. The meeting began
with a welcome note by Professor N. N. Sarma,
Director, CIQA, KKHSOU and felicitation of the
resource person. Professor N. N. Sarma in his
welcome address gave a brief introduction of the
resource person and stated the tentative expectation
from the session.
The session started with a presentation on
“Teaching and Innovations: Contribution of IITG”
by Professor Khijwani. He first introduced the
Centre for Educational Technology, IITG and stated
its role in integrating latest technology in teaching-

learning and mentoring. He
presented in detail the NMEICT
Projects like GIAN, GRIN, NPTEL,
CSS, MOOCs, TTC-RMSA, etc. he
also elaborated on GIAN stating its
objectives, methodology and
outcomes. He emphasised the
necessity to tap the talent pool of
international scientists/
entrepreneurs, introduction of
innovative courses and collaboration
among faculties. Then a brief history
and achievements of TEQIP and QIP
were shared. He specially mentioned
about TEQIP III which focuses on the
North-East, hilly and low-income
states of India. He also mentioned
about the Centre for Excellence in
Science and Mathematics Education
under the Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya National Mission on
Te a c h e r s a n d Te a c h i n g
(PMMMNMTT) in details.
Through his presentation, he
posed some issues related to future
like discovering, experimenting and
sharing of knowledge. He also dwelt
upon the art of thinking in an
interactive way. He laid down a
design of a possible roadmap for
future by integrating concepts and
practical knowledge in order to
achieve excellence by educational
institutions. It was followed by lively
interaction between the faculty
members and the resource person.
The session ended with a vote of
thanks by Professor N.N. Sarma.
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The Krishna Kanta Handiqui National Award, 2018
th
presented on 12 Foundation Day of KKHSOU

The Krishna Kanta Handiqui National Award, 2018 was presented to
renowned Shakespearean scholar, eminent litterateur and poet Professor
Amaresh Datta on the occasion of the 12th Foundation Day of KKHSOU. The
award was presented by the Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal in a programme held at the India Club in Dibrugarh on December 11,
2018. The award comprised a cheque of Rs. 5 lakh, a citation and a memento.
It may be mentioned that Professor Datta is a retired Emeritus Professor of
English in Gauhati University who has significantly contributed to Indian
literature. Well known as the chief editor of the Encyclopedia of Indian
Literature, some of his notable works include Shakespeare’s Tragic Vision and
Art, Captive Moments, etc. among others. In his welcome address, the Hon'ble
Vice Chancellor of KKHSOU Dr. Hitesh Deka stated that KKHSOU is not
merely confined to offering Degrees but also recognises talents in various
spheres. Accordingly, under its APJ Abdul Kalam Social Welfare Mission, the
University has been awarding scholarship to female candidates who has
successfully cleared the Civil Services (Preliminary) examination conducted
by UPSC. This year, the scholarship of Rs. 1 lakh was awarded to Ms. Asmita
Rekha Bora on the ocassion. In his speech, the Chief Minister highlighted the
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importance of values in leading our lives. He said that the
dedication and sacrifice made and the ideals and values cherished
by leading personalities serve as a source of inspiration to the
youth of today who look upon them as role models. Hence, it is
important to acknowledge their contributions in the society.
In his acceptance speech, Professor Datta reflected upon
the various nuances of the present educational scenario. He
stressed the need to create an academic atmosphere in true sense
and add value to it rather than reducing it to mere “resources” or
“human resource development”. He laid emphasis on inculcating
values in the students to create “leaders of thoughts”. The other
dignitaries present on the occasion were Dr. Nagen Saikia, former
President of Assam Sahitya Sabha, Shri Prashanta Phukan,
Hon’ble Member of Assam Legislative Assembly (Dibrugarh
Constituency) and Member, Board of Management, KKHSOU,
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tasa, Hon’ble Member of Parliament
(Jorhat Constituency) and Shri Rituparna Baruah, Hon’ble
Member ofAssam LegislativeAssembly (Lahowal Constituency)
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Open and Distance Education:
Opportunities and Challenges for National Development
Hitesh Deka
Introduction
The purpose of education is to create socially committed and morally strong
individuals. These individuals will be the backbone of the society. The educational
dimension of our society is an indicator of our approach towards sustainable
development and social inclusion. Our country is characterized by various forms of
discrepancies which lead to a disproportionate growth of our resources. Knowledge
and skill are the two components that can lead to sustainable development. The
mission of both the conventional and non-conventional mode of education is to
develop human resources for creating a platform of equality and rights. The
conventional mode of education selects conventional learners where the learning is
formal and design is fixed and highly regulated. Since the conventional pattern started
around 1200 AD, it attained a global recognition which is the main face of the entire
learning process. Rapid progress of conventional education during the period of
colonization created an atmosphere of accommodation and combination of various
skills with certain philosophical ideals. Here the evaluation of the students and the
process of advancing the learning are highly limited as it address the education needs
of the selected age group of the society. In other words, the experiences of
conventional learning are an indicator of a Nation’s progress. In the post colonial era,
educational activities are guided by certain ethical principles and they are basically
means of earning livelihood in a conventional framework. We are left with little
choices to address our issues which the conventional pattern of delivering education
find difficult to address. The conventional mode is a fixed point and specific agenda
based program. The conventional mode considers educational efforts as something
which are to be completed within a specific age limit of an individual. It has no
concern for other individuals who have the desire to pursue their educational needs at
different walks of their life. Our educational needs are related to our workplace and
livelihood patterns. Therefore, the conventional mode of delivering education has
certain limitations in enhancing our skills and make us a ready workforce to face
different hurdles across time.
Distance Education: Philosophical Foundation
Distance education is the need of the hour. It is the only current strategy available to
introduce a flexible learning domain for different categories of learners. These
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learners are increasingly demanding some
contact mechanism with the instructors to
increase their efficiency level. These demands
create preferences among the institute to create
an effective open educational community.
There arise two broad questions in the
foundational approach of delivering distance
education. These questions are (1) should
resources be allocated to improve the
educational infrastructure in the traditional
style, and should learners be placed within
these facilities? (2) Should resources be used to
initiate the telecommunications, internet based
systems? In other words, these two questions
form the broad areas where our open education
policy makers have to prioritize their concerns.
The foundation of distance education is related
to life-long learning. Life-long learning allows
us to take part in the learning process as and
when required. Life-long learning comes
because the learner wants to enhance his or her
skill and expand the knowledge frontier. As we
all know knowledge is power. Therefore, to
make us competent and keeping us relevant in
the continuously changing domain, a larger
purpose of learning gradually emerges.
Distance Education dates back to as early as the
1 8 c e n t u r y. I n t r o d u c t i o n o f p o s t a l
communication allowed distance learning to
expand with greater flexibility. The University
of London was the first university to introduce
distance learning for creating a substantial
learner base. In 1858 the University of London
established its external program. In Boston in
1873 Society to Encourage Studies at Home
was founded. The University of Queensland
established Department of Correspondent
Studies in 1911 to enlarge the educational
horizon. Again, the University of South Africa
becomes a pioneering institution as it’s started
offering correspondence education services in
1946. In India, the University of Delhi in 1962

introduced Distance Learning mode. The
course of distance education in India received a
new lease of life when under the Chairmanship
G. Parthasarathi. There are several phases of
recommendation from this really dynamic
educational personality. It was his
recommendation that a truly national open
university should be established. The outcome
is the establishment of Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU), a symbol of
national pride and our commitment towards
attaining a higher educational goal.
The Evaluation Process: Educators and
Learners
There seems to be four phases of Evaluation in
the ODL system. These ‘Forms of Evaluation’
are related to communication method and the
process of addressing the educational needs of
the learners. Generally, learners in the ODL
system are of various categories and they form
a truly diverse educational hub. With reference
to their educational needs and methods of
delivering education to them the following
phases of evaluation may be stated:
1. Correspondence System: This method
of delivering educational services
started in the 19 century. It is designed to
address educational requirements of
various sections of people forming the
ordinary workforce in an economy that
was essentially colonial in spirit and
capitalist in action. This form of
education has a strong presence in 21
century also. According to several
researchers it is the most widely used
form of distance education in less
developed country (Distance
Education: Yarriswamy, Bansal,
Kumar, A P H Publishing Corporation,
New Delhi, 2011, P.4).
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2. Wireless System: To cater the needs of
home based learners and learners from
geographically isolated places;
educational television and radio system
are designed as platforms for delivering
live or recorded lectures. This is a welltested technique for distant learners.
3. Multimedia System: There are
situations as pronounced by several well
known scholars working in the field of
distance education like Michael
Simonson, Sharon Smaldino, Michal
Albright, Susan Zvacek that there are
conflicting pressure on distant
educators-learners who prefer to learn
in a classroom setup but demand to be
permitted to learn at a distance. These
scholars have made a graphic
presentation of this conflicting pressure
in their valuable work Teaching and
Learning at a Distance: Foundation of
Distance Education (Pearson, 2006) as
below:

HORIZON

4. Internet Based System: This system
allows the learners to use huge
databases and electronic libraries for
creating a truly original approach
comprising virtual education,
alternative education and e-learning.
Internet based system is a medium of
providing educational instructions
using computer technology in the
electronic format. Today if we look
down into the history of open education,
the University of Chicago comes out a
prominent name which started
functional in the late 1800s to deliver
educational tools through
correspondence program. Now in the
st
21 century, Open Educational
Resources are well conceived device of
addressing the educational needs of
different categories of individuals
separated by space and time. In fact, one
definition of open education given by
the US department of Agriculture is ‘It
is a process to create and provide access
to learning when the source of
information and the learners are
separated by time and distance, or both.’
MOOCs stand as the latest example of
this mode of thought.
Main Characteristics of Open and Distance
Learning:

Multimedia system include study
materials in CD, audio systems, video
presentations, computerized material
which can give learners a true taste of
interaction. This system enables them to
have a direct audio-visual contact of the
learning material.
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As we have already made it clear, distance
education is a bold alternative to ‘chalk and
talk’ mode of addressing our educational
requirements. As Desmond Keegan pointed
out, it has certain key characteristic.
1. The separation of teacher and learner
which distinguishes it from face to face
study.
2. T h e i n f l u e n c e o f e d u c a t i o n a l
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organization which distinguishes it
from private study.
The use of technical media, usually the
print, to unite teachers and learners to
carry the educational control.
The provision of two way
communication so that students may
benefit from or even initiate dialogues.
The possibility of occasional meeting
for both didactic and socialization
purpose, and
The participation in an industrialized
form of education, which, if accepted,
contains genus of radical separation of
distance education from other forms.
(Source: Distance Education: Yarriswamy,
Bansal, Kumar, A P H Publishing Corporation,
New Delhi, 2011)

In higher education distance education is one of
the definite ways of reducing inequality among
the members of the society and paving ways for
creating opportunities for the downtrodden and
disadvantageous sections of the society.
Distance education has a number of advantages
over the conventional mode of delivering
education. They may be listed as below:
1. Opportunity for transferring knowledge
and skill at a rapid pace.
2. More freedom in making choices and
availing opportunities in the job market.
3. A cheaper and cost-effective alternative
to pursue a definite course for study.
4. No need to take a break from the busy
work schedule.
5. The approaches are learner centric,
allowing greater flexibility and choices
of content.
6. Delivering educational resources
simultaneously to all members of the
society.
7. Improving the quality of educational
services as and when required.
8. Balancing of inequalities between

different age groups.
The National Education Policy, NEC 2016
states:
‘a credible and high performing
education system capable of
ensuring inclusive quality
education and lifelong learning
opportunities for all and producing
students/graduates equipped with
the knowledge, skills, attitudes and
values that are required to lead a
productive life, participate in the
country’s development process,
respond to the requirements of the
fast-changing, ever globalizing,
knowledge-based economy and
society.’
Educational initiative in less developed
countries and remote areas are always
problematic. There are problems of
accommodating learners within the required
general educational programs and less
conventional method of delivering educations.
The Open University system has to address at
least seven important aspects as put forward by
V.S. Prashad in his highly thought provoking
and penetrating analysis of Open University
system. Prof. Prashad raises these issues as a
part of an analytical frame to appreciate the
appropriateness and relevance of open
education system at the university level with
his decade long experience.
The major questions that policy makers of
Open Education have to address are widely
associated with four issues:
1. Increasing access to inclusive quality
education.
2. Providing a flexible system of teaching
and learning mediated by technology.
3. Up gradation of knowledge, skill and
competencies of working population.
4. Lifelong learning for life-skill
development and introduction of a
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knowledge-based society.
Here, there are seven important questions
which will regulate and guide our future policy
formulation and courses of action. Prof.
Prashad presents them in the following ways:
1. Are policies and practices of Open
Universities (OUs) resulting in
inclusive access to education?
2. Are programs of OUs relevant to the
development needs of the society? We
can also ask here whose development?
Whose needs?
3. Are OUs flexible enough to meet the
needs of diverse groups of learners?
4. Are OUs efficiently and effectively
using technology in teaching-learning,
student engagement and governance?
5. Is the teaching-learning system of OUs
effective in importing knowledge, skills
and competencies?
6. Is the governance model of OUs capable
of achieving expected outcomes?
7. Do OUs have effective institutional
embedded systems for performance
assessment and continuous
improvement?

Fig 2: Online courses should use more media
(Source: Teaching and Learning at a Distance: Michael
Simonson, Sharon Smaldino, Michael Albright, Susan
Zvacek, Pearson, 2006, P.151)

Open Education: Opportunities and
Challenges:
Open Education is always placed against the
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conventional form of education. It is an
educational domain that is often judged by the
yardsticks of others. Therefore, the immediate
point of discussion is the relevance and serial
acceptability of this form of education. Key
trends relating to education, distance education
and learning technologies helps us to review
and form a reflective process. The open mode
of delivering education is clearly a network of
alignment of outcomes, assessment and
methods which will regulate our educational
scenario. India is a country of around 135
crores of population, out of which a substantial
amount has become conscious of the
limitations of learning of the conventional
mode. The reasons are various: limited
resources, limited educational institution,
limited exposure within the required time
frame and conflicting trends between the ready
human resource base and the required
workforce in the market. The global
connectivity initiated after 1991 has made our
educational system vulnerable to various
factors. We are no longer a closed economy
guarded by the State to employ our resources
with the best possible means. Therefore, open
education introduces a new door and bring into
our system of thought certain key trends. An
eminent Open Educationist Brent G. Wilson
summarizes certain key findings to create
entirely new scenario for the future. Wilson’s
formulation shows the internal dynamics of
global connectivity. Advances in information
technology reduce the burden on both the
learners and educators. The global education
introduces a distinctive domain that is free
from regional and other rigid considerations.
Hypertext link ability allows learners to get
them acquainted with various sources of
getting knowledge and acquiring skills.
Knowledge sharing is one of the key indicators
of ODL mode.
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Key Trends Relating to Education,
Distance Education and Learning
Technologies

(Source: Trends and Issues in Distance Education
edited by Yusra Laila Visser, Lya Visser, Michael
Simonson & RayAmirault, 2005, P.5)

Through technology and new ideas open
education can become a remarkable force of
changing the livelihood pattern of millions of
people. It is through technological changes best
thinking can be made available to all sections
of the society crossing the entire barrier and
other problems. The instrumental use of open
education will continue to reduce the trouble of
learning objects. A proper coordination among
various agents of providing open education
will reduce the vulnerability of aspect of ODL.
Each experience may be treated as a first
experience to handle ODL issues. The current
design used in the ODL system will enhance
the institutional prestige of the system. As Prof.
G. Ram Reddy has pointed out that open
universities have thrown open to all the ivory
towers of higher learning. Therefore, engaging
learner support and encouraging and
maintaining the quality of education including
steps to stop mal practices in examination are
essential for building a prestige tower of open
education. In the digital age the old
administrative model replaces the digital
interactive model. National Knowledge
Commission (NKC, 2007) has recommended
creation of ICT infrastructure for networking
for all ODL institution in India. University
Grants Commission Open and Distance
Learning Regulations 2017 have come up with
detail regulation with quality. This quality
framework will build up a significant network
of allied forces. The following diagram
reproduced from Prof. VS Prashad explicitly
states this:

Fig 3: Quality as Alignment of Roles

Purpose of education is to develop human
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resources for growth and social transformation.
As Radhakrishnan Commission on Higher
Education (1948-49) states ‘University should
be a place for providing a student with an
opportunity for all round well-proportioned
education for effective living and citizenship in
addition to preparation for calling’. This clearly
indicates cultural challenges of open
education. For open education is always facing
skeptical review from the conventional
thought. Eminent open educationists are quick
to point out that in the emerging diversified
format of post-2000 ODL, the social vision of
this mode of delivering education has changed.
Today the cultural factors become more
important. These cultural factors as Prof.
Francois Marchessou has pointed include
multicultural society, media-based society and
the internet galaxy. All these has contributed
substantially to create a network generated &
regulated society. Our educational challenges
will be to keep our open educational resources
and tools relevant for the learners who are
netizens.
Appreciating the ODL:
The gross enrolment ratio (GER) of the country
stands at around 25% which is below the global
ratio. However, with the introduction of the
ODL system, the contribution of this method of
delivering education to increase the GER
becomes noteworthy. Therefore, appreciating
the ODL is an indicator of our readiness to
fulfill the need based knowledge requirements
of the learners. Distance Learning is no more a
mode of providing education without social
purpose. Teaching activities and learning
experiences at a distance create a new
foundation of an educated society. The Krishna
Kanta Handiqui State Open University’s
experience is a solid example of this open
education generated society. The university,
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which is the first of its kind in the entire NorthEast India, began with just 3434 learners in the
year 2006. Today after decade long journey the
university has crystallized its position with
1,70,000 learners. This is a huge population
creating opportunities for individuals located
at remote places and circled by different
hurdles. Our estimate shows that on an average
48 women learners against 100 male learners.
Again, the idea of lifelong learning is fully
encompassed in our system of delivering
education when a 72 year old gentlemen and a
68 year old lady availed our courses. This is
truly the message conveyed by the motto says:
‘education beyond barriers.’ Definitely this
university stands as a committed university and
desires to highlight social responsibility
concerned by introducing a total and effective
digitalization process in the system.
With our experiences we can easily see
teaching and learning at a distant is a thrilling
and challenging venture. There are scopes to
restructure our conventional mode of thinking
to attain certain goals. There may be technical
difficulties and institutional issues which will
determine the prestige and integrity of the ODL
system. However, the future of distance
learning requires our close attention and
kindred cooperation to build a society of
committed individual coming from an
umbrella of openness, readiness and
competitiveness.
We are faced with a series of questions in ODL
system. These questions are the products of
recent trends and issues in distance education.
Basically the purpose of education is to
enhance our capabilities and enable us to
participate in the social formation process.
Bringing education to thousands of men and
women with heterogeneous background is
always a difficult task. A reflection on the
educational journey of the ODL system allows
us to frame certain questions. In the light of the
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impact of ODL system, educators are in a
position to understand how this form of
delivering education transforms the social
structure. We are left with one of the key
questions of our educational journey. The
question is as described by Prof. Asha Kanwar:
Can Open Learning Transform Society? Open
Learning is a prominent catalyst. It is clearly a
provider of link between education, economic
growth, equity, environmental conservation
and sustainable development. With the
introduction of Open Educational Resources,
the current trend is to bring openness in all the
spheres of introducing, delivering and
accessing education. Viewed in that context,
openness is a significant innovation. The
founding Vice Chancellor of the Open
University UK defined openness in relation to
people, to places, to methods and to ideas.
These four pillars of openness are the backbone
of the whole ODL structure. Openness will
allow introducing social inclusion and
respectability along all the fronts. ODL system
is an experience driven and experience creating
process. Its big difference with the
conventional mode is the outreach and a truly
original spectrum of formal, non-formal and
informal learning. Experiences gathered in the
ODL system is surely to be reflected in initial
encounter in formulating and designing open
and flexible learning process. The ultimate idea
of introducing educational tools is to create a
strong human capital base with certain
characteristics. There are two forms of human
capital as pointed out by M. Tight in his work
Key Concepts in Adult Education and Training
(Routledge, London, 1996). They are general
human capital and specific human capital.
Distinctions between them are important:
Distinctions may be drawn between
general and specific human capital,

with the former applying to ‘skills
and knowledge which enhances the
worker’s productivity, regardless of
where she is employed’, and the
latter to ‘skills which can be
productively used only by the
worker’s current employer. The
clear implication is that the latter
will be of most concern to the
employer, who will tend to see it as
wasteful to educate employees for
potential employment elsewhere.
General human capital
development is seen as being
chiefly the concern of the state or
community, through its provision of
general education and training.
Human capital formation thus is a process of
accumulation of skill and knowledge guided by
the spirit of intervention. Here the style and
mode of creation of human capital allow us to
view the future course of the society. ODL
system introduces a strong human capital
where the market players will seek their
participation for generating benefits. This is
only possible when human resources coming
from the ODL system receive respect and
attention. The ODL system is a system of
support for learners in the sense that it can give
them adequate platforms in an environment
which is work specific. As E.P Baily pointed
out in his thought provoking article, ‘Open
Learning: a quantum leap’ here three issues
remain critically important:
· To strengthen the learner’s motivation
· To improve the relevance of learning
· To improve the quality of learning.
These three aspects will determine the course
of Open Learning process for a meaningful
transformation of the society. Our social
transformation thus to a large extent is
dependent on this ODL learner community.
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With a huge and diverse learner base the ODL
has the strength to go deeply into the core of our
educational issues and substantial
contributions to remove discrepancies. For
many people the opportunity to participate in
an educational program is really limited.
Therefore in order to have a solid existence in
an increasingly competitive society in the need
for lifelong learning emerges. Current trends
and issues in ODL are related to enhance the
scope of lifelong learning. However, it is to be
made clear that ODL is not autonomous
learning. It is indeed a participatory learning
with all together different orientation,
perspective and foundation. It is true that the
ODL system is passing through a critical phase.
This phase is characterized by certain
interventions affecting its growth and
acceptability level in a broader social
spectrum. There are problems of perception
regarding the ODL mode. What do we expect
from ODL and what kind of learning
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environment do we wish to create? A deeply
analytical exploration into this question will
lead us to different strands of thought.
Increasing the level of penetration, outreach
and acceptance both in academic and social
fronts should be the major concerns for ODL in
the 21 century.
Conclusion:
The ODL system is introduced to bring a
positive change in the educational scenario of
the country. It is an approach accompanied by
many opportunities and it is definitely going to
influence the educational journey of the Northeastern region. India's North-east has many
socio-political problems and conditioned by
geographical isolations. Therefore, ODL
system can act successfully crossing all the
hurdles and barriers. It can enhance our
educational spirit and contribute substantially
to introduce various livelihood promotion
measures.
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Enrollment of learners in different academic
programmes offered by KKHSOU
The data regarding enrollment of learners in different academic
programmes for the period of July 2018 to December 2018 have been shown
in the tables below:
BACHELOR DEGREE PROGRAMMES
The enrollment of learners in the different Bachelor Degree
programme for the period July 2018 to December 2018 is given
below. The BA programme is offered by the university for Assamese,
Economics, Education, English, History, Political Science,
Philosophy, Sanskrit, Mass Communication and Sociology subjects
and has the maximum number of learners.
Bachelor Degree Programmes
BA
BBA
BCA
Bcom
Total

Learner
8078
65
114
285
8542

The diagram below shows a comparison of the different number of
enrollment of learners during the current session.
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P O S T G R A D U AT E D I P L O M A
MASTER DEGREE PROGRAMMES
The enrollment of learners in the PROGRAMMES
The enrollment of learners in the
different Master Degree programmes
different Post Graduate Diploma
for the period July 2018 to December
programmes for the period July 2018
2018 is given in the table below. The
to December 2018 is given in the table
MA programme is offered by the
below. Six Post Graduate diploma
university in Assamese, English,
programmes are currently offered by
Political Science and Sociology. The
the university.
University introduced Master Degree
in Commerce(MCom) from this
Post Graduate Diploma
Learner
current session 2018.
Programmes
PGDBJ
1
Master Degree Programmes Learner
PGDBM
14
MA
1180
PGDCA
48
MBA
44
PGDHR
40
Mcom
11
PGDMC
14
Total
1235
PGDY
253
370
The diagram below shows a comparison of Total
the different number of enrollment of
learners during the current session.

The diagram above shows a comparison of
the different number of learners enrolled
during the current session for the Post
Graduate Diploma programmes. It can be
seen from the figure that the number of
learners is maximum for the PGDY
programme.
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OVERALLCOMPARISON
DIPLOMAPROGRAMMES
The table below provides a
Six Diploma programmes are being
comparison of the number of learners
currently being offered by the
enrolled in different programmes in
University. The enrollment of learners
the university. The learners enrolled in
in the different Diploma programme
the Bachelor Degree programme is
for the period July 2018 to December
very high compared to other
2018 is given in the table below:
programmes offered by the university.
Diploma Programmes
Learner
Different Programmers
Learner
DCHN
1
Bachelor Degree
8542
DCWE
12
Post Graduate Diploma
370
DJMC
35
Master Degree
1235
DLIS
104
Diploma
154
DPCS
1
DSL
Total

1
154

The pie chart below provides the comparison
for learner enrollment in different
programmes pictorially.

The above diagram reveals that the
enrollment of learners for the DLIS
programme is the maximum out of all the six
Diploma programmes.
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Pass Percentage of Learners in different Academic
Programmes under KKHSOU for the period
July, 2018 to december, 2018
DEGREE PROGRAMMES
As far as the degree programmes are
concerned , results were declared in
the areas of Bachelor of Arts (BA),
Bachelor of Computer Application
(BCA), Bachelor of Mass
Communication (BMC), Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA) and
Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) for
second, fourth and sixth semesters . It
is worth mentioning here that the pass
percentage of BA programmes consist
of Economics, Education, Political
Science, History, Philosophy,
Sociology, Assamese, English,
Sanskrit and Mathematics are taken
together.
I. Results of Degree second semester,
2018
The pass percentage of learners of BA,
BBA, BCA, BCOM and BMC second
semester academic programmes are
61%, 57%, 33%, 48%, and 63%
respectively.

II. Results of Degree fourth
semester, 2018
The pass percentage of learners of BA,
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BBA, BCA, BCOM and BMC fourth
semester academic programmes are
71%, 82%, 18%, 56% and 62%
respectively.

III. Results of Degree fifth semester,
2018
The pass percentage of learners of BA,
BBA, BCA, BCOM and BMC fifth
semester academic programmes are
48%, 66%, 31%, 55%, and 49%
respectively.

IV. Results of Degree sixth semester
(December), 2018
The pass percentage of learners of BA,
BBA, BCA, BCOM and BMC sixth
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semester academic programmes are
70%, 73%, 61%, 55%, and 64%
respectively.

V. M a s t e r D e g re e s e m e s t e r
Programmes
The University offers courses in a
number of Post Graduate Diploma and
Master Degree programmes in
different disciplines.
The pass percentage of MA
second semester in Assamese,
English(Old), Education, Political
Science, Sociology, Economics and
English(New) are 64%, 74%, 42%,
42%,66%,67% and 47% respectively.
Further, the pass percentage of second
semester MSIT, MCA and MMC are
29%, 19% and 100% respectively. The
data has been indicated in the form of a
diagram as given below-

MSIT, MCA and MMC are 46%,
100% and 63% respectively. The data
has been indicated in the form of a
diagram as given below-

The pass percentage of MBA (Old
Course) and MCA fifth semester are
65% and 52% respectively.

VI. Other examinations of the
university
The results of the other courses like
DELED first year and second year,
BPP first year and second year, CCS,
and PGDYN second semester are
79%, 56%, 57%, 44%, 82% and 79%
respectively, which are shown in the
following diagram:

The pass percentage of MA fourth
semester in Assamese, English,
Education, Political Science and
Sociology are 57%, 60%, 64%, 57%
and 74% respectively. Further, the
pass percentage of fourth semester
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Prof.Abu Nasar SaiedAhmed
· Published a book entitled Islamic Heritage
in India's North East: Assam and Manipur,
published by Akansha Publishing House,
New Delhi, 2018.
· Published a book entitled Jenny Marx,
published by Panchajanya Books, Guwahati
2018
Mr. Birinchi Kr. Borah
· Participated in a residential workshop on
“Noting, Drafting with Office Procedures”
organized by National Academy of Human
Resource Development (NAHRD) at Jaipur
(Rajasthan) during December 12-14, 2018.
Dr. Bhaskar Bhattacharyya
· Presented a paper entitled “Wittgenstein's
Concept of Self: An Analytical exposition
through philosophy of language” in 3rd
Wittgenstein's International Conference
organised by IIT Bombay from 24-26
November, 2018.
· Published a paper entitled “Journey from
Pessimism to Optimism in Schopenhauer,
Wittgenstein, and Buddha's philosophy” in a
book entitled Schopenhauer on Self, World,
and Morality: Vedantic and Non-Vedantic
Perspectives published by Springer.
Ms Chayanika Roy
· Completed an Orientation Programme
organised by the UGC, HRDC, Gauhati
University from June 1 to June 28, 2018.
· Published an article titled “Nature-Culture
Representation in Shakespeare: A Critical
Reading of The Tempest” in the book
Srotasvini: Cascading Knowledge under the
UGC Human Resource Development
Centre, Gauhati University in June 2018.
(ISBN 978-93-80247-79-3)
· Acted as a rapporteur in the UGC sponsored
Principals' Meet organised by UGC-HRDC,
Gauhati University in association with
Assam College Principals' Council (ACPC)
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at GUIST Auditorium, Gauhati University
on July 6-7, 2018.
Dr. Devajeet Goswami
· Published a paper entitled “Role of
Technological Intervention in Financial
Inclusion” in the edited book Issues and
Challenges in Economics and Commerce: A
Perspective (ISBN: 978-93-88593-01-4)
published by Purbayon Publication,
Guwahati, on behalf of the Refresher Course
th
th
in Economics and Commerce (8 to 28
November, 2018) conducted by UGCHRDC, Gauhati University, Guwahati.
Dr. Dipankar Malakar
· Appointed as Joint Secretary of North East
India Commerce and Management
th
Association (NEICMA) on 6 Oct, 2018 for
two years.
· Presented a paper on the topic “Financing
rd
the Microfinance Institutions” at 3 Annual
Conference of North East India Commerce
and Management Association, held at JB
th
th
College, Jorhat on 5 and 6 Oct,2018
· Presented a paper on the topic “Growth of
I n d i a n To u r i s m I n d u s t r y a n d I t s
Contribution towards Foreign Exchange
Earnings” at ICSSR-NERC sponsored
International Conference on Sustainable
Entrepreneurship Development organised
by Assam University, Diphu Campus on 29th
th
and 30 Nov, 2018.
Dr. Gautam Kumar Sarma
· Delivered a lecture as a Resource Person in
the ICSSR Sponsored Ten – Day Research
Methodology Course in Social Sciences
organised by Banikanta Kakati Research
Institute, Krishna Kanta Handiqui State
Open University from 3-12 October, 2018.
Dr. Indrani Deka
· Published an article “Women in Ancient
Sanskrit Literature: An Approach” in the
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book titled Women's Studies and
Empowerment by Gauhati University
(HRDC),August 2018.
Completed Refresher Programme Course
on Women Empowerment at Gauhati
University from 6th August to 26th August,
2018.
Member of the Editorial Board for the book
titled Women's Studies and Empowerment
published by Gauhati University (HRDC),
August 2018.

Dr. Juri Hajarika
· Participated in an Orientation Programme
held at HRDC, Gauhati University from
2/08/2018 to 29/08/2018.
· Published a paper entitled “Community
Radio as Alternative Media for Distance
Education” in an edited volume Higher
Education in India, edited by J. C. Kalita, &
S. Chakraborty, published by Purbayon
Publication,2018
Dr. Krishna Kalita
· Participated in the workshop on Teaching,
Learning and Evaluation Online with
Moodle MOOC Platform & Open
Education Resource organized by National
Institute of Educational Planning and
th
th
Administration (NIEPA) from 6 -10
August, 2018

·

·

·

·

Dr. Limpon Bora
· Participated in Conclave on Academic
th
Integrity and Plagiarism on 26 September
2018 at National Law University and
JudicialAcademy,Assam.

·

Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami
· Honoured as the “Guest of the Month” (for
the month of October, 2018) by Sri
Sankardeva Nethralaya, (Hospital and Post
Graduate Institute of Sri Kanchi Sankara
Health and Education Foundation, Assisted
by Govt. of India, NEC and Govt. of Assam)
Guwahati,Assam.
· Invited as resource person and delivered a
lecture on Trends of Assamese Theatre in a

·

·

UGC sponsor Refresher course on
Assamese organized by UGC Human
Resource Development Centre, Gauhati
University, on 24th September, 2018.
Aytijyar Nirjash, a collection of selected
literary essays in Assamese published as ebook (available in Google Books) by
Secretary , AANK_A Creative Line,
Guwahati on 10th October, 2018 with ISBN
No 978-81-938937-1-5.
Bhinnaxuree Emuthi Prabandha , a
collection of selected literary essays in
Assamese published as e-book (available in
Google Books) by Secretary, AANK_A
th
Creative Line, Guwahati on 24 September,
2018 with ISBN No. 978-81-938937-0-8.
Published an article entitled “Adhunik
Asomiya Natakar Keitimaan Ullekhjugya
Musalmaan Charitra” (Some Important
Muslim Characters of Modern Assamese
Play), published in Asomar Musalmaan
Sampradai: Samanaya aru Samaharan
edited by Prof. Upen Rabha Hakacham and
Md. Abdul Mozid Sheikh and published by
Dogo Rangsang Research Society, Gauhati
University Complex, Guwahati in 2018.
Published two articles “Natakar Keitimaan
Arbachin Dhara” (pp.65-84) and “Arun
Sarmar Buranjipath: Eak Adhayaan”
(Pp.379-388) in Natyatatta Aru Alosana
(with ISBN No. 978-93-87263-46-8.)
edited by Chitra Ranjan Nath, published by
Purbayan Prakash, Guwahati,Assam.
th
Participated in 5 KHOLA HAOA as a
director of the play Etheror Irika_Ethereal
Epoch presented by AANK_a Creative
Line, Assam organized by Ashoknagar
Nattya Mukh, Ashoknagar, West Bengal,
India on 2nd August, 2018.
Design lights for the Play Photograph
presented by Swadhin Theatre, Guwahati
directed by Rituparna Das performed at
th
Guwahati on 4 October, 2018 in Regional
Theatre Festival, organized by ITA,
Machkhuwa, Guwahati.
Design lights for the Play Ejaak Junakir
Jilmil presented by INLi Foundation,
directed by Nayan Prasad performed at
th
Guwahati on 10 August, 2018 in Srimanta
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Sankardeva Kalakshetra, Guwahati.
Dr. Mridusmita Duara
· Participated in two day National
Consultation on Inclusive Social Work
Education in India- Understanding
Disability and Social Work organized by
School of Social Work, IGNOU, New Delhi
in Collaboration with CBM India Trust,
Bangalore on 27th-28th September, 2018 at
IGNOU, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi.
Prof N N Sarma
· Delivered the Programme Initiation Lecture
for the MBA entrants of Girijananda
Choudhury Institute of Management and
Technology, Guwahati onAugust 1, 2018
· Conducted a session on Quantitative and
Q u a l i t a t i v e A s p e c t s o f R e s e a rc h
Methodology in an ICSSR sponsored
Programme of BKRI, KKHSOU on October
7, 2018
Ms Pallavi Gogoi
· Participated in a two day workshop on Clay
Art and Traditional Terracotta Workshop
organised by artist and sculptor Shri Dadul
Chaliha and A Cube Dreams from 6th to 8th
July, 2018 at Srimanta Shankardev
Kalakshetra, Guwahati.
· Participated in a ten day Research
Methodology Course in Social Sciences
from 3 October to 12 October, 2018,
organised by the Banikanta Kakati Research
Institute (BKRI) of Krishna Kanta Handiqui
State Open University and sponsored by the
Indian Council of Social Sciences Research
(ICSSR), New Delhi.
· Presented three paintings at four day
National Painting Exhibition titled Art &
Artist dedicated to Assam Ratna, Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika at the Gallery Artist
Guild, Guwahati from 4th to 8th November,
2018. Three paintings out of four submitted
paintings were selected by the jury for the
exhibition namely, Tiny Collection,
Dawning Dreams and Sand painter which
were painted in mixed media.
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Dr. Prasenjit Das
nd
· Participated as a paper presenter in 32
Annual Conference of Association of Asian
Open Universities (AAOU) organised by
Hanoi Open University at Meliã Hanoi
th
th
Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam from 24 –26
October, 2018.
· Published an article entitled “The Satanic
Verses-or Nishiddhakaran Aaru Rushdie-r
Grahanyogyata” (in Assamese) in the
Assamese monthly Satsari. Volume No 13,
Issue No 12. ISSN: 2319-8893.
· Published a paper entitled “Addressing the
ODL Contours Of Literary Studies” in
Conference Proceedings of AAOU2018
Published by Bach Khoa Publishing House,
Hanoi on behalf of Hanoi Open University,
Vietnam. ISBN-978-604-95-635-2.
Dr. Ritimoni Bordoloi
· Received the prestigious Commonwealth of
nd
Learning Fellowship in the 32 Annual
Conference of Association of Asian Open
Universities (AAOU) organised by Hanoi
Open University in Vietnam from 24th –26th
October, 2018.
· Published a paper entitled “ODL for Human
Resource Development: The Role of
KKHSOU in Assam, India” by Bach Khoa
Publishing House, Hanoi on behalf of Hanoi
Open University, Vietnam in October 2018.
ISBN-978-604-95-635-2.
Dr. Sangeeta Kakoty
· Published a paper entitled “Improvement of
Advanced Encryption Standard Algorithm
using Row Transformation and 200 BIT
Data Block” in the International Journal of
Research in Electronics and Computer
Engineering, Vol. 06, Issue 3, pg. 21362140, November 2018.
· Published a paper entitled “Secured Digital
Signature Scheme using Masked
Technique” in the Journal of Emerging
Technologies and Information Research,
Vol.05, Issue 10, pg. 536-538.
· Published a paper entitled “Application of
Data Mining Classification Techniques in
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Prediction of Heart Diseases: A Review”,
Journal of Emerging Technologies and
Innovative Research, Vol.5, Issue 12, pg
241-243.
Ms Sruti Sruba Bharali
· Completed Orientation Programme at
Gauhati University from 2/8/2018 to
29/8/2018.
· Published and presented conference paper
titled “Speaker Identification with
Reference to Assamese Language Using
Fusion Technique” at IEEE sponsored
International Conference on Advances in
Computing, Control and Communication
Technology (IAC3T-2018), Allahabad on
rd
21-23 September 2018.
Dr. Sukmaya Lama
· Attended the Refresher Course on Women
Studies and Empowerment in Gauhati
University from August 6 to August 26,
2018.
· Presented a paper entitled “Coming out of
the Comfort Zone: An Account of Solo
Women Travelers” in a ICSSR sponsored
National Seminar on Women's Voices in
North-East India: Issues and Challenges
th
th
held on 12 and 13 October, 2018 at Jorhat
Kendriya Mahavidyalaya.
Dr. Tejasha Kalita
· Participated in an Orientation Programme
held in HRDC, at Gauhati University from
2/08/2018 to 29/08/2018.
· Published a paper entitled “Bioethics and its
Necessity in Higher Education” in an edited
volume Higher Education in India, edited
by J. C. Kalita, & S. Chakraborty, published
by Purbayon Publication, 2018

Dr. Trisha Duarah Baruah
·

Published an article entitled “E-learning as a
Medium for Facilitating Learners' Support
Services under Open and Distance Learning
: An Evaluative Study” in an edited book
Technology for Efficient Learner Support
Services in Distance Education :
Experiences from Developing Countries
published by Springer Nature, Singapore.
ISBN- 978-981-13-2290-0 .

·

Completed a one week UGC-sponsored
short term course on MOOCs, e-content
development and Open Educational
th
nd
Resources held from 26 November to 2
December, 2018 at UGC-HRDC, Gauhati
University.

Dr. Utpal Deka
· Acted as a Resource Person in the National
Seminar on Recent Trends in Higher
Education in India: Issues and Challenges
organised by Guwahati College Teacher's
th
th
Unit on 25 and 26 August, 2018.
· Presented a paper entitled “A Conceptual
Model Linking Higher Education and
Knowledge Economy” in the National
Seminar on Recent Trends in Higher
Education in India: Issues and Challenges
organised by Guwahati College Teacher's
th
th
Unit on 25 and 26 August, 2018.
· Published an article entitled “Recognising
and Recollecting the Major Contribution of
Gopal Krishna Gokhale in the Development
of Early Economic Ideas in India” in
Research Journal of Social and Life
Sciences, Volume- XXV-I, Sept. 2018.
ISSN: 0973-3914.
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